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Coates Foundation funds Gentilz ar t for  DRT L ibrary 
The Alfred S. Gage Foundation supports conservation/restoration efforts 

�
 Four significant additions to the collection of artwork by 
Theodore Gentilz owned by the Daughters of the Republic of 
Texas Library at the Alamo have been funded by the 
Elizabeth Huth Coates Charitable Foundation, San Antonio. 
 Gentilz was one of the original colonists who established 
Castroville, Texas, in 1844.  He was an artist born and 
educated in Paris and served the Texas colony as a surveyor 
and map-maker.  By mid-century he had moved to San 
Antonio where he taught art at St. Mary’s College for about 
30 years.  He has become best known for his studies of the 
San Antonio missions and for his genre paintings of the 
social life and customs of nineteenth century San Antonio. 
 The paintings acquired through the grant from the Elizabeth Huth 
Coates Charitable Foundation, San Antonio, are Tortilleras, a 

painting of women making 
tortillas; Barillero, showing 
a peddler and his covered 
wagon; a painting titled 
Yendo a la ciudad, showing 
a couple on the road with an 
ox-drawn cart filled with 
watermelons; and an early 
version of the Fandango, a 

painting of a dance in the 
Spanish Governors’  Palace in San Antonio.  The library owns 
preliminary drawings for each painting in a collection acquired in the 1960s. 

 Conservation and restoration of the four paintings is being 
supported through a grant from the Alfred S. Gage Foundation, San 
Antonio, Roxana C. Hayne and Joan N. Kelleher, Directors.   
 Frances Pryor, DRT Library Committee Chairman, expressed 
appreciation to The Coates Charitable Foundation for returning these 
important pieces of the historic heritage of San Antonio and South Texas 
to the city which was home to their creator for well over half a century and 
to the Alfred S. Gage Foundation for their desire to aid in the preservation 
of these historical treasures.       

Tortilleras by Theodore Gentilz 

Barillero by Theodore Gentilz 
Yendo a la ciudad by Theodore Gentilz 

The Fandango by Theodore Gentilz 
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DRT Member  Dorothy May 
Ehlinger  Penshorn remembers 

the library in her  will 
 

 Library staff received notification in March 
2003 that former Alamo Mission Chapter 
president and DRT Library Committee member 
Dorothy May Ehlinger Penshorn generously 
bequeathed six percent of her estate to the DRT 
Library for the purchase of books, documents, 
and/or equipment.  The Dorothy May Ehlinger 
Penshorn Fund was created in November 2003.  
 The first purchase from the fund in June was 
three reels of microfilm of the Sanborn Insurance 
maps, 1883-1950, for San Antonio and Bexar 
County.  All purchases from the fund are plated 
as gifts of the Dorothy May Ehlinger Penshorn 
Fund.   
 Donations to the fund in memory of 
Dorothy Penshorn are encouraged and will be 
added to the permanently restricted principal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Personnel News: 
 Dora Guer ra returned to work part time as 
Head of Reference and Spanish Translator in 
April when librarian Lucie Olson resigned for 
other projects. 
 Leslie Stapleton was promoted to catalog 
librarian when Jeannette Phinney retired.  Amy 
Canon, our spring semester intern, returns in 
August as a part time employee. 

Naylor Family establishes Acquisition 
Fund and children’s book award in 

memory of Past President General June 
Franklin Naylor 

The family of Past President General June Franklin Naylor announced in 
May the establishment of an endowment fund at the DRT Library in memory 
of Mrs. Naylor for the acquisition of material useful for the research and study 
of Texas history and the creation of an annual award in her memory for the 
best children’s book accurately portraying Texas history. 

 Family and friends who knew and loved Mrs. Naylor or others who just 
wish to support the purpose of the endowment are encouraged to contribute to 
the Naylor Fund.  Donations may be sent to the DRT Library, P. O. Box 1401, 
San Antonio, TX 78295-1401.  

The June Franklin Naylor Award for the Best Book for Children on Texas 
History is to be given annually by the Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
Library to the author/illustrator of the most distinguished book for children 
and young adults, grades K-12, that accurately portrays the history of Texas, 
whether fiction or nonfiction, published in the preceding year.  

The first award, a cash prize of $400, will be presented in May 2005, at 
the Historical Evening during the DRT’s Annual Conference. The 2004-05 
awards committee is composed of Madge Roberts, author, historian, and 
Alamo Committee Chairman; Dr. Richard Bruce Winders, historian and 
Alamo curator; and Lucie Olson, librarian.  More information may be 
obtained at the library’s website:  www.drtl.org . 

 
� � ��� � � � ��	 � 
 �������

L ibrarian Jeannette Phinney retires 
with 24 years of service 

 

     Jeannette Phinney was one of the new librarians hired 
by Library Committee Chairman Ruth Aniol in the 
summer of 1980 when a new DRT Library staff was 
formed.  Jeannette volunteered to take on the formidable 
task of the vertical files, at that time arranged in multiple 
file cabinets.  This was a particular challenge for 

someone not from San Antonio – Jeannette is from Nebraska – but she 
determined that by working with the files she would become better acquainted 
with local families, local history, and customs.  She re-organized the files, re-
cataloged the contents, using standard Library of Congress subject headings, 
clipped, pasted, and personally typed the new catalog cards.  The clipping file 
as it is exists today is largely her work – and she became our expert on local 
society!  In addition to the vertical file, she also cataloged photographs for the 
picture file, and was available to help patrons, with her desk always in the 
reading room.   
 In the late 1980s, Jeannette assumed the responsibility of the cataloging 
position when that post was vacated.  Since then she completed re-cataloging 
the library’s monographs from the systems previously in use while continuing 
to catalog new acquisitions.  Finally, she converted the entire collection into 
the library’s current electronic system.  Throughout these years, she kept up 
with her personal readings in history, providing a uniquely literate background 
to the assistance she provided library patrons.  
 Jeannette brought an exceptionally high standard of professionalism to 
the library in the work she produced and in her relations with the public and 
with her colleagues.  The staff has benefited greatly by her professionalism.  
Her wise company and friendship are greatly missed.  

DRT suppor ts map 
conservation  

The DRT Board of Management 
approved funding the conservation and 
restoration treatment of a rare map in the 
library’s collection through money received 
from sales of the Native Texan License 
Plates.  

Mapa de los Estados Unidos Mejicanos 
arreglardo a la distribución que in diversos 
decretors ha heche del territorio el Congreso 
General Mejicano, published in Paris by 
Rosa in1837, is one of three maps that 
influenced the final border between Mexico 
and the United States. Carl Wheat in 
Mapping the Transmississippi West #429 
stated, “When the boundary disputes arose 
after the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo..., 
three publishers© maps were brought into the 
argument –the Tanner map, the Disturnell 
map, and the Rosa map."  Dorothy Sloan, 
Dorothy Sloan Rare Books, Austin, says that 
our copy and one other are the only copies of 
this map she has ever seen.   
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Gifts received January 1, 2004 through May 31, 2004 

 
Special thanks to The Elizabeth Huth Coates Charitable Foundation for funding the purchase of four original 
paintings by Theodore Gentilz and to The Alfred S. Gage Foundation, Roxana C. Hayne and Joan N. Kelleher, 

Directors, for funding restoration and conservation of Gentilz artwork.   
 

General Contr ibutions: 
Bluebonnet Lacemakers 
  Nacogdoches, TX 
Gaylan E. Bohon 
  San Antonio, TX 
Shir ley Burnett 
  Fulton, TX  
Fred Davis 
  Adkins, TX 
Kay and Tom Day 
   San Antonio, TX 
W. Eugene George 
  Austin, TX 
Elizabeth Jenkins 
  Lufkin, TX 
Char les Melton 
  Houston, TX 
Lael Morgan 
  Arlington, TX 
Lauretta A. Rinehar t 
  Fort Macleod Alberta, Canada  
Edward Ripp 
  Chicago, IL 
Madge Thornall Rober ts 
  San Antonio, TX 
Har r iet Weyel 
  San Antonio, TX 
 
General Chapter Contr ibutions: 
Austin’s Ranging Company, DRT 
   New Braunfels, TX 
Bluebonnet Branch Chapter , DRT 
  League City, TX 
Cedar  Mountains Chapter , DRT,     
   Duncanville, TX 
Clara Dr iscoll Chapter , DRT 
   Corpus Christi, TX 
Comanche Peak Chapter , DRT 
     Granbury, TX 
Ferdinand L indheimer  Chapter , DRT 
   New Braunfels, TX 
For t Settlement Chapter , DRT 
   Simonton, TX 
Frances Cooke Van Zandt Chapter ,       
   DRT, Fort Worth, TX 
Mary Hall Mantooth Chapter , DRT 
  Lufkin, TX 
Miss Ima Hogg Chapter , DRT 
  Stafford, TX 

 
New Kentucky Chapter , DRT 
   Spring, TX 
Sidney Sherman Chapter , DRT,     
   Galveston, TX 
Stenson-Siumpson Chapter , DRT 
   Fulton, TX 
Texas Star  Chapter , DRT 
   Houston, TX 
Village of Salado Chapter , DRT 
   Salado, TX  
 
Honorary Contr ibutions: 
Laura Thomas Beavers 

In honor of  
Rosemarie Gregory 
Madge Thornall Roberts 
Mary Walker  
The DRT Library Committee  
The DRT Library Staff  

Paul Logan, York International Corp.      
In honor of Leslie Stapleton 

Rosemar ie Gregory in honor of  
Elaine Davis and Warren Stricker 

Kathryne T. Albin  
In honor of  Shirley Burnett 

 
Memorial Gifts: 
Gifts in memory of Rachel Milam Bellair  

Elaine Davis  
Mar tha Valliant McLain 
Virginia Van Cleave  
Tookie Walthall 
George and Sharon Wolff 

 
Gifts in memory of  
Nelrose Nowotny Leissner: 

Exxon Mobil Foundation, matching  
     gift of Louise Hall 
Tookie Walthall 

 
Gifts in memory of 
Harold Walker 

Abishai Mercer  Dickson Chapter ,  
     DRT 
Stenson-Simpson Chapter , DRT  
Laura Thomas Beavers 
Cynthia T. Brunson 
Michaelan Sue Cravy 
Elaine Davis 

Rober t and Jane Knapik 
Judy Scheibe 
Nancy K lopek Mar ion 
Mar tha Valliant McLain 
Madge Thornall Rober ts 
Virginia Van Cleave 
Tookie Walthall 
George and Sharon Wolff 

 
Gifts in memory of  Allie Mae Whitley 

Carolyn H. Baker  
Claire C. L illie 

 
Laura Thomas Beavers 

In memory of Lavonia Cauble Loving 
 
Mary Ann Noonan Guer ra 

In memory of  Sally McKinney  
Cheever and Henry Dubose 

 
Nancy Law  

In memory of Thomas O’Gorman 

Nancy K lopek Mar ion 
In memory of Ford W. Hall 

 
Dick Penner  

In memory of Anita and Roy L. Penner 
 
Madge Thornall Rober ts 

In memory of Sharon Hamilton 
and George Frost 

 
Tookie Walthall 

In memory of 
Sally McKinney Cheever  
Roger Fliehman 
June Naylor 
Elise Norton Sandelin 
Nathan L. Tindall 

Alamo Mission Chapter , DRT  
In memory of  
Jewel Blevins Dreiss 
Sally McKinney Cheever 
Evelyn Richardson White 

Texas Star  Chapter , DRT  
In memory of Theoma Collins Smith 

Frances Cooke Van Zandt Chapter ,  
DRT, in memory of Dorothy Mae 
(Knifong) Littleton
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Texana Treasures Continued: 

In K ind Donations: 
Jackie Beretta 
Elaine Davis 
World Post Technologies 
 
Mater ial Donations: 
Oxford University Press  
Lone Star Justic, by Robert M. Utley 
(complimentary copy) 
 
Rockspr ings Woman’s Club 
Claude H. Gilmer, Country Lawyer by 
Vickie J Audette 
 
Jim Murphy 
Inside the Alamo by Jim Murphy 
(complimentary copy) 

Rober t Nor therner  
From the Snare of the Fowlers by Robert 
Northerner   
 
Yvonne Chandler  Ludwig 
Castroville, Texas 1844-1899 
 by Yvonne Chandler Ludwig   
 
Mar tha Utterback 
Goodbye to a River by John Graves 
In memory of Maury Maverick, Jr.   
 
Alamo Cour iers Chapter , DRT 
The Alamo, video, in honor of  
Dr. Richard Bruce Winders 
 
Dr . Richard Bruce Winders 
Sacrificed at the Alamo by Richard Bruce 
Winders 
 
Thelma Morgan 
San Jacinto Descendants Records, 
additions - collection    
 
Eleanor  E. Har r is 
A. Watt Harris, First Officers Training 
Camp Association papers - collection 

Texana Chapter , DRT     
Guide to historical markers in Jackson 
County 
 
Doubleday 
Lone Star Nation by H. W. Brands 
(complimentary copy) 
 
Anne Stewar t 
“ The Alamo,”  postcard 
 
 

 
Elaine Davis in memory of  
Harold Walker, Gone to Texas by 
Randolph Campbell 
 
Mitchell Lane Publishers 
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna by John 
Bankston  
 
Discovery Books 
The Siege of the Alamo by Janet Riehecky 
and The Seige of the Alamo by Valerie J. 
Weber (complimentary copies)   
 
TCU Press 
Sam Houston is My Hero by Judy Alter 
(complimentary copy)  
 
Child’s Wor ld, Inc. 
The Alamo: The Fight over Texas by Ann 
Gaines (complimentary copy) 
 
Gareth Stevens 
The Siege of the Alamo by Valerie J. 
Weber (complimentary copy) 
 
Weigl Publishers, Inc. 
Davy Crockett by Nancy Furstinger 
(complimentary copy) 
 
Dandy L ion Publications 
Confronting History: Simulations of 
Historical Conflicts by Katie Collins 
(complimentary copy) 
 
Texas A &  M University Press 
Texas Courthouses Poster (2 copies) and 
Dining at the Governor’s Mansion  by 
Carl McQueary  (complimentary copies) 
 
Dr . Jenny L ind Por ter  
O’Henry, Witter Bynner and “ A Fog in 
Santone”  by Jenny Lind Porter 
 
Helen Bur leson Kelso 
Narrative of the Texan Santa Fe 
Expedition, Vols. I and II, by George 
Wilkins Kendall 
 
Dr . Jim Cr isp 
Situazioni d’  Assedio     
 
Jonathan Smith 
The Land Holdings of Colonel David 
Crockett in West Tennessee by Jonathan 
Smith 

George and Sharon Wolff 
The Buffalo War by James L. Haley   

Rosen Publishing Group 
Davy Crockett, Frontier Hero/Defensor 
de la Frontera by J.T. Moriarty (Spanish 
Edition), Davy Crockett, Frontier 
Hero/Defensor de la Frontera by J.T. 
Moriarty (Bilingual Edition),Davy 
Crockett, Frontier Hero by J.T. Moriarty 
(complimentary copies)  

Pelican Publishing Group 
Jane Wilkinson Long, Texas Pioneer by 
Neila Skinner Petrick and Voices of the 
Alamo by Sherry Garland (complimentary 
copies) 
 
Kevin R. Young in memory of Idys 
Waynne Cox,  A History of Fort Phantom 
Hill, The Post on the Clear Fork of the 
Brazos River Jones County, Texas by 
Martha Doty Freeman, and Buffalo Gap 
Historic Village by Juanita Daniel Zachry  

Dick &  G. Gr iffith Brown 
The Scofield Letters by G. Griffith Brown 
 
Sharon Anne Dobyns Moehr ing  
The Gonzales Connection:  The History 
and Genealogy of the DeWitt & Jones 
Families by Sharon Anne Dobyns 
Moehring 
 
Rober t H. Thonhoff in memory of Worth 
Whitcomb Riley, The Vital Contribution 
of Texas in the Winning of the American 
Revolution by Robert Thonhoff 
 
Newmarket Press  
The Alamo by Frank Thompson 
 
Fred and Elaine Davis in honor of 
Maurice and Evelyn Smith, Nothing 
Better than This by Eugene W. Baker 
 
Kevin and Gail Young in memory of 
Carolyn Ann Cooper Salmon,  
Frontier Texas: History of a Borderland 
to 1880 by Robert F. Pace 
 
Harcour t Trade Publishers 
In the Shadow of the Alamo by Sherry 
Garland 
 
Mater ial Purchased with  
Donated Funds: 
 
Frances Cooke Van Zandt Chapter , 
DRT in memory of Dorothy Mae 
(Knifong) Littleton, Texas Indian Trails 
by Daniel J. Gelo 
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Texana Treasures Continued: 
 
Village of Salado Chapter , DRT 
Letters by Lamplight by Lois E. Myers 
 
Carolyn Ellis Hilburn in memory of Will 
Ed Jauer, Politics, 1876-1906 by Alwyn 
Barr 
 
Keith and Eleanor  O’Gorman  
in memory of Roger Bose, Great 
Cruelties have been Reported:  The 1544 
Investigation of the Coronado Expedition 
by Richard Flint 
 
Shir ley Burnett 
Rock Beneath the Sand:  Country 
Churches in Texas by Clark Baker 
 
Rober t Henry Chapter , DRT in memory 
of Oquilla Smith Foster, Comanche 
Society Before the Reservation by Gerald 
Betty 
 
Phil and Nancy Harkins and Rosalind 
and Kathryn Leger  in memory of 
Leo M. J. Dielmann, Jr., The Eclectic 
Odyssey of Atlee B. Ayres, Architect by 
Robert James Coote 
 
Har r iette Burns in memory of  
Ford W. Hall, Presidio Mission and 
Pueblo:  Spanish Architecture and Urban-
ism in the United States by James Early 
 
Elizabeth Durham Davies 
San Antonio at Bat:  Professional 
Baseball in the Alamo City by David King 
 
Alamo Mission Chapter , DRT 
in memory of Estelle Strauss Kirby, 
Vaqueros in Blue and Grey, rev. ed., by 
Jerry D. Thompson 
 
Char les Melton 
The Texas Indians by David La Vere 
 
New Kentucky Chapter , DRT  
in memory of Dr. William Roy Knowles, 
The Handbook of Texas Music by Roy R. 
Barkley 
 
For t Settlement Chapter , DRT  
Galveston:  A History and a Guide by 
David G. McComb 
 
Mary Kathryn Br iggs in memory of 
Sidney Nolan Kelso, Valor Across the 
Lone Star by Charles M. Neal 

For t Concho Chapter , DRT 
Mexican Americans in Texas History by 
Emilio Zamora 
 
Mary Carmack and Nancy Mar ion  
in memory of Ford W. Hall, 
A History of Navigation on Cypress 
Bayou and the Lakes by Jacques D. Bagur 
 
Stenson-Simpson Chapter , DRT  
in memory of Joseph T. Kenny, 
Defending the Borders:  The Texas 
Rangers, 1848-1861 by Frederick Wilkins 
 
Alamo Mission Chapter , DRT 
in memory of Betsy Thomas, 
The African Texans by Alwyn Barr 
 
M iss Ima Hogg Chapter , DRT 
in honor of Jean Sitterle, 
The Asian Texans by Marilyn Dell Brady 
 
Jean Sitter le in memory of R. W. Balke, 
The European Texans by Allan O. 
Kownslar 
 
Alamo Mission Chapter , DRT 
in memory of Allie Mae Beal, 
The Mexican Texans by Phyllis McKenzie 
 
Comanche Peak Chapter , DRT 
In memory of Alma Thresher Polk, 
Early Tejano Ranching:  Daily Life at 
Ranchos San Jose and El Fresnillo by 
Andres Saenz 
 
Margaret Lowrey in memory of  
Virginia Vinson Lawhon, 
Standing in the Gap:  Subposts, Minor 
Posts, and Picket Stations on the Texas 
Frontier, 1866-1886 by Loyd M. Uglow 
 
Joyce Maroney in memory of 
Maxine Cornelius Johnson, 
German Pioneers on the American 
Frontier by Andreas Reichstein 
 
For t Houston Chapter , DRT 
Texas Almanac 2004 
 
Comanche Peak Chapter , DRT 
Tejano South Texas:  A Mexican 
American Cultural Province by  
Daniel D. Arreola 
 
Jer ry and AnnEtta Payne  
in memory of Mettie Stokes, 
Kiowa, Apache and Comanche Military 
Societies by William C. Meadows 

Jean Sitter le  
in memory of Nell Hoover,  
DeLeon:  A Tejano Family History by 
Ana Carolina Crimm 
 
New Kentucky Chapter , DRT 
in memory of Mirabeau B. Lamar, 
We Came Naked and Barefoot:  The 
Journey of Cabeza de Vaca Across North 
America by Alex D. Krieger 
 
Bernice Everett in memory of Rubelle 
Thomas, Remembering the Alamo:  
Memory, Modernity, and the Master 
Symbol by Richard R. Flores 
 
Mar jor ie Hardy 
in memory of Etta Grace Hull Hill, 
Texas Cemeteries by Bill Harvey 
 
Tookie Walthall in memory of  
Nelrose Nowotny Leissner, 
Perilous Voyages:  Czech and English 
Immigrants to Texas in the 1870s by 
Lawrence H. Konecny and Clinton 
Machann 
 
Virginia Gregory Van Cleave and 
Tookie Walthall in memory of 
Nathan L. Tindall, Cradle of Texas 
Presbyteriansism:  A History of the 
Presbyterian Church of San Augustine by 
William E. Lytch 
 
Sam Houston Chapter , SRT  
in honor of Jean Sitterle, 
Nacogdoches:  Gateway to Texas, Vol. III, 
Pts. 1 & 2, by Carolyn Reeves Ericson 
 
Jim Guimar in 
Karte des Staates Texas (color photocopy) 
 
Alamo Cour iers Chapter , DRT 
in honor of Sharon Rische Hamilton, 
Call to Glory:  The Life and Times of a 
Texas Ranger by Michael J. & Marilyn 
Gilhuly 
 
Tookie Walthall in memory of  
Sally McKinney Cheever, Inventing 
Texas:  Early Historians of the Lone Star 
State by Laura Lyons McLemore 
 
Tookie Walthall in memory of  
Roger Fliehman, The Indian Texans by 
James M. Smallwood 
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Genealogist Richard L. Hooverson to be guest speaker August 20 

� Popular guest speaker Richard L. Hooverson will conduct an all-day genealogical seminar at the Daughters of the Republic of 
Texas Library’s fourth Family History Seminar to be held Friday, August 20, in Alamo Hall, on the grounds of the Alamo, beginning 
at 9 a.m., with proceeds benefiting the library’s Herpich Conservation and Restoration Fund.  
 “Tricks of the Trade:  Tried and True Research Techniques” �  discusses research steps and techniques most frequently used by 
professionals, including timelines, historical norms; cluster analysis, relationship networks; and the whole family approach to 
research.  Hooverson will discuss motivations for migration, ports of entry, ethnic settlements, patterns, empresario colonies, and 
synthetic records that serve as census substitutes in an an overview of Texas history between 1820-1880 -- “A Fast Ride Through 
Texas:  Researching in the Lone Star State.”  �    “Stars and Bars:  Confederate and Reconstruction Eras” �  covers Texas between 1861-
1880, including the Civil War and Texas units, the formation of counties, the U.S. Army and frontier defense, land policies, migration 
from the Gulf South, the Freedman’s Bureau, types of records and standard references. His final presentation of the day, “Don’ t Fence 
Me in:  Longhorns and Cattle Barons,”  �  is an overview of the cattle trails that led from Texas to Kansas during the 1870s-1880s 
(Chisholm, Goodnight-Loving, etc.) -- the cattle barons and the ranches of the Panhandle, the role of British cattle syndicates, and the 
range wars that followed the fencing of open land. 
 Professional genealogist Richard L. Hooverson has presented over 300 lectures to historical and genealogical organizations 
throughout the country during the past fifteen years.  His special interests are Texas and the Southwest, ethnic immigration patterns, 
and social history.  Former Texas Governor George W. Bush appointed him to the Texas Historical Records Advisory Board. 
Currently serving, he is the first genealogist to be a member.  Mr. Hooverson is a Fellow of the Texas State Genealogical Society, a 
member of the Association of Professional Genealogists, the Genealogical Speakers Guild, the Society of Southwest Archivists, and 
the Texas State Historical Association. He is a regional director of the International Society of Family History Writers and Editors and 
writes "Musings and Gleanings" in Heritage Quest Magazine, a regular column that covers a variety of subjects, and “Saving Texas 
Records" in the Stirpes quarterly.  
 Cost of the seminar is $40 and the registration fee includes lunch at the historic Crockett Hotel.  The lunch menu is soup of the 
day, Chicken Caribbean Pineapple Boats filled with gingered chicken salad, garnished with pecans, sliced melon, fruit bread, and 
coffee or tea.  Registration ends Friday, August 13.  Checks may be sent to the DRT Library Committee at P.O. Box 1401, San 
Antonio, Texas, 78295-1401.  For more information, call the library at 225-1071. 

 
Girl Scout Troop 1293 visits 

the DRT Library 

     Nine members of Troop 1293, St. Peter, 
Prince of the Apostles, School, and two of 
their parents visited the library February 10 
with troop leader Irma Gutierrez.   
     Library display cases held dance cards 
from the 1890s, an 1880s autograph album, 
an 1890 dance invitation, a 1901 fourth 
grade report card from Calvert, Texas, an 
1898 San Antonio class photo, and a 1905 
San Antonio High School yearbook.  Two 
stereopticons were available for the 
children to view sample stereographs. Two 
panoramic photos of the Alamo were also 

on display.  The girls were escorted into our temperature and humidity controlled vault where Archivist Warren Stricker showed them 
a manuscript letter and keys forged for the Alamo in the late 1840s, while explaining the procedures for housing special items. 

 
H.W. Brands scheduled to speak at the October 15th  History Forum – The Alamo Story 

 Following the success of the first full day history forum on February 27th, Historian General Elaine Vetter announced that the 
October 15th forum – The Alamo Story – would follow a similar agenda with H. W. Brands, Pulitzer Prize nominee, headlining our 
group of five speakers.  Other speakers are Dr. Manuel De Soto, Trinity University, Alamo film historian Frank Thompson, and Dr. 
Linda Salvucci, Trinity University.  Details are available at http://www.drtl.org .  
 Proceeds from the forum benefit the library’s Herpich Conservation/Restoration Fund.  Seating is limited so pre-registration is 
advisable.  Cost of the forum is $20.  Lunch at the Menger Hotel is an additional $20.  Deadline for lunch reservations is October  8th.  
For more information, call the library at 225-1071. 
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Focus on the Collections: 

The Gentilz-Frétellière Family Papers 
 
 

 The Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library has in its collections fine paintings by the important Texas 
artists Julian Onderdonk, Hermann Lungkwitz, and Carl G. von Iwonski, and paintings, sketches, and finished 
drawings by Theodore Gentilz and members of his family in what may be the most extensive collection of his work 
currently available to the public. 

Theodore Gentilz was born in Paris in 1819 and educated there at the Royal Free School of Drawing and 
Mathematics.  He sailed for Texas in 1843, one of the original colonists to establish Castroville, Texas, where he 
served as a surveyor and mapmaker for the empresario, Henri Castro.  By mid-century he had moved to San Antonio, 
where he began a long career teaching art at St. Mary’s College.  He died in San Antonio in 1906. 

His small, bright genre paintings of Mexican life in nineteenth-century San Antonio are much sought-after 
today and show in meticulous detail the architectural façades, period dress, social events, and commonplace customs 
of daily life in old San Antonio. 

The Theodore Gentilz holdings of the D.R.T. Library began with the gift of seventeen paintings from the 
Yanaguana Society to the Daughters of the Republic of Texas in 1947: upon dissolution of the society, ten oil 
paintings by Theodore Gentilz were given in memory of Mr. Frederick C. Chabot, founder of the society; three oil 
paintings in memory of Mr. Albert Steves, Sr., society member whose family had donated the paintings; and four 
watercolor paintings by Gentilz and Louise Frétellière were given in the name of Hobart Huson, society member who 
had donated those four paintings.  Also given were the records of the Yanaguana Society and its Texana collection. 
 In late 1967 the library began acquiring the bulk of the Gentilz-Frétellière Family Papers from Mrs. Jennie 
Haron, who had inherited the material from Olan Frétellière, great-nephew of Theodore Gentilz.  Mr. Frétellière had 
in turn inherited the collection from his aunt, Louise Frétellière, who, with her sister, Mathilde, was bequeathed the 
material by the artist.  This purchase contains the most extensive holding of Gentilz art and family papers to come to 
the library. 
 In August, 1977, the library purchased additional material from Mrs. Haron, including art, family 
correspondence and records, and artifacts, much of it associated with the nieces and nephews of Theodore Gentilz.   

The most recent additions to the collection – four paintings, a manuscript map, two portraits, and a lithograph 
– were acquired in 2003-2004 with exceptionally generous financial gifts from The Summerlee Foundation and the 
Elizabeth Huth Coates Charitable Foundation. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Preliminary pen and ink drawing for the painting Tortilleras by Theodore Gentilz, 
Gentilz-Frétellière Family Papers, DRT Library 
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Annual Conference, Texas 
Library Association:  Gathered 
in Alamo Hall for the session 
Texana Collectors and the Creation 
of Research Institutions on March 
19 are, left to right, Dr. Gerald 
Saxon, Head of Special Collections, 
University of Texas at Arlington; 
Elaine Davis, DRT Library 
Director; Dora Guerra, Head of 
Reference, DRT Library; and Dr. 
Tom Kreneck, Associate Director 
of Special Collections & Archives, 
Texas A&M University, Corpus Christi.  The center portrait is of Dr. William E. Howard, DRT Library benefactor. 
     Dr. Saxon spoke about the extraordinary contribution of Jenkins and Virginia Garrett in the establishment of special 
collections at his university.  Dr. Kreneck explained the fundamental role that Dan Kilgore (1921-1995), Texana book and 
manuscript collector, played in the development of Special Collections & Archives at Texas A&M University, Corpus 
Christi, as well as his contributions to Texas history research.  Mrs. Davis informed the audience about Dr. Howard’s 
seminal donation to the Daughters of the Republic of Texas and the resulting construction of their library at the Alamo.   
     The session was first presented March 5 at the Annual Conference of the Texas State Historical Association. 

 
 

Dean Shostak plays Crockett 
fiddle at Alamo premiere 

 Highlighting the opening 
ceremonies prior to the premiere of the 
movie The Alamo on March 27 in San 
Antonio, distinguished guests were 
treated to a singular performance of 
The Star-Spangled Banner by music historian Dean Shostak who played a restored fiddle 
that is believed to have belonged to Alamo defender David Crockett.  Shostak was 
accompanied by the San Antonio Symphony Orchestra and the San Antonio Mastersingers. 
 The fiddle belongs to the Witte Museum, a gift 
from the City of San Antonio in 1934 when C.K. Quinn 
was mayor. 
 
 

Fess Parker   
visits the Alamo 

 
     Actor Fess Parker visited the 
Alamo the first week of March to 
present a commemorative rifle.  He 
received the rifle in 1955 at 
Independence Hall in remembrance 
of a similar presentation in 1834 to 
David Crockett by the young men of 
Philadelphia.  Mr. Parker also 
presented the Alamo with a bronze 
bust of himself as David Crockett. 

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam    
Sally McKinney Cheever Sally McKinney Cheever Sally McKinney Cheever Sally McKinney Cheever 
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