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Library acquires John James archive 
 

A one-hundred-year chronicle of an important south Texas family has been added to the holdings of 
the Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library, providing a detailed body of source material on land, 
law and business.  Supplementing the library's already extensive collection of family material, the 
papers of the John James family have been acquired by the library with the generous assistance of The 
Summerfield G. Roberts Foundation and The Summerlee Foundation and through a significant bequest 
made by DRT member Dorothy May Ehlinger Penshorn. 

The papers date from the arrival in Texas of John James, who came to San Antonio in the 1830s 
from the family home in Nova Scotia.  Quickly becoming involved in the business of the new Republic, 
James worked as a surveyor in the vast Bexar land district, platting and recording surveys throughout the 
region, including the location of several towns west of San Antonio.  He also became a landowner 
himself, acquiring tracts throughout west Texas, including the future location of Fort Davis. 

 

 
Circular, Southern Defence Aid Society, James family papers. 

 
James’ oldest son, John Herndon James, graduated from Harvard and established a law practice in 

San Antonio.  He assisted in the management of the family’s holdings, assuming much of the 
responsibility after his father’s death.  The family business activities continued into the next generation 
under the guidance of John A. James, also an attorney. 
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The newly-acquired James 
papers include correspondence, 
deeds, surveys and notebooks 
associated with land holdings in 
west Texas.  Several published 
and manuscript maps are found 
in the papers, including an 1854 
version of Jacob De Cordova’s 
map of Texas, an early map of 
Llano County, and manuscript 
maps of surveys in Kinney, 
Pecos, and Bandera Counties, 
among other locations.  A 
selection of books, pamphlets 
and other printed material and 
photographs are also part of the 
papers. 

The papers will add to an 
even larger body of James papers donated to the library by the family in 1987.  The new acquisition will 
be made available for use by researchers upon the completion of processing by library staff. 

 

“Texas in the Civil War”  to be topic of 21st Texas History Forum 
 The Daughters of the Republic of Texas are hosting their 21st Texas History Forum – Texas in the Civil War – 
on February 29th in Alamo Hall on the grounds of the Alamo.  Featured speakers include historians Dr. Donald E. 
Reynolds, Prelude to Secession: The Texas Slave Insurrection Panic of 1860; Dr. Steven Townsend, Cotton on 
the Texas Border : Union and Confederate Efforts to Control the Brownsville Cotton Trade; and Dr. Jerry 
Thompson, Mexican Texans in the Civil War. 

Donald E. Reynolds is a native of Munday, Texas.  He earned B.A. and M.A. degrees in history from North 
Texas State University (now UNT) and received his Ph.D. from Tulane University in 1966.  He taught for thirty-
one years at East Texas State University/Texas A&M, Commerce, serving as head of the Department of History 
from 1982 until 1993.  Upon his retirement in 1996, he was named emeritus professor of history.  He has 
published two books:  Editors Make War: Southern Newspapers in the Secession Crisis (Vanderbilt U. Press, 
1970), which won a Texas Writers Roundup Award in 1971, and Professor Mayo’s College: A History of East 
Texas State University (ETSU Press, 1993).  In addition, Reynolds has contributed chapters to two books: A 
Mythic Land Apart: Reassessing Southerners and Their History (Greenwood, 1997) and The Press in Times of 
Crisis (Praeger, 1995).  His newest book, Texas Terror: The Slave Insurrection Panic of 1860 and the Secession 
of the Lower South, was published this fall by the Louisiana State University Press. 

Stephen A. Townsend teaches history at New Mexico Junior College in Hobbs. He holds a Ph.D. in American 
History from the University of North Texas (2001).  His paper, based on his book The Yankee Invasion of Texas, 
published in 2006 by Texas A&M University Press, analyzes two military campaigns launched against 
Brownsville, Texas:  the Union effort, launched in 1863, which proposed to shut down the cotton trade, and the 
Confederate campaign, launched in 1864, which sought to restore the trade.   His book received the 2006 Kate 
Broocks Bates Award for Historical Research, given by the Texas State Historical Association, and the 2006 
SCV-SGR Book Award presented by the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

Jerry Thompson, Regents Professor at Texas A&M International University, is among the best and most 
prolific historians of the Southwestern campaigns of the American Civil War. A past president of the Texas State 
Historical Association, he has edited and written twenty books on the history of Texas and the Southwest, besides 
numerous articles in national and regional journals.  He holds a doctorate from Carnegie-Mellon University. 

Dr. Thompson’s presentation will focus on the Mexican Texan participation in the Civil War.  At least 3,000 
Mexican Texans joined the Confederate Army. The most famous was Santos Benavides, who as a colonel became 
the highest ranking Tejano to serve the Confederacy. Colonel Benavides, along with his brothers Refugio and 
Cristobal, who both became captains in Benavides’  Regiment, compiled a brilliant record of border defense and 
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were widely heralded as heroes throughout the Lone Star State. As many as 950 Texas Mexicans, resentful of 
growing non-Hispanic political dominance of their communities, enlisted in the Union Army. Tejano frustrations 
during the war are exemplified by the case of Capt. Adrian J. Vidal, who joined the Confederacy but deserted to 
join the Union Army only to desert again and join the liberals in Mexico, where he was captured and executed by 
the French. 

Forum seating is limited and pre-registration is advisable. Please send a check for $15 for the half-day 
seminar to the DRT Library Committee, P. O. Box 1401, San Antonio, Texas 78295-1401.  Reservations will 
remain open as long as seating is available.  

The 21st Texas History Forum is funded in part by a generous grant from The Summerfield G. Roberts 
Foundation. Partial funding for travel expenses incurred by speakers Jerry Thompson and Stephen Townsend 
was provided by Texas A&M University Press. 

The Daughters of the Republic of Texas sponsor the Texas History Forum under the guidance of Laura T. 
Beavers, the DRT Historian General, with proceeds in excess of expenses dedicated to the June Franklin Naylor 
Fund of the DRT Library at the Alamo, which supports an annual book award for the best book for children on 
Texas history.  Call the DRT Library at 210-225-1071 for more information about registration or visit 
http://www.drtl.org  for complete special event information.  

  

Archivist Warren Str icker  assumes post 
 at Panhandle-Plains Histor ical Museum 

 

The Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library Committee announces with 
regret the departure of Warren Stricker, library archivist for the past seventeen years 
at the DRT Library at the Alamo.  Mr. Stricker assumed the post of Director of the 
Research Center at the Panhandle Plains Historical Museum in Canyon, Texas, on 
January 7, 2008. 

When Mr. Stricker arrived in 1990, few of the library’s collections had 
inventories, none were in the catalog, and very few tools were available that hinted at 
the primary sources contained within the collections.  A large proportion of his time 
has been spent improving access to the manuscript collections: arranging material, 
producing descriptive tools, and creating catalog records.  Inventories of some kind 
for over 200 collections and catalog records for 260 have been added.  Records for more than 245 manuscript 
collections have been added during Mr. Stricker’s tenure to the Library of Congress National Union Catalog of 
Manuscript Records (NUCMC).  A guide is available in the reading room with a brief description of the fifty or so 
remaining collections, some of which are yet to be processed.  Collections vary in size from a few folders to fifty 
or more boxes. 

Under Mr. Stricker’s direction, procedures for recording information about donations and other processing 
decisions have been standardized.  He has reviewed the library’s map collection and updated the map catalog 

records, cataloged the library’s 
collection of sheet music, and 
reviewed and cataloged more than 
15,000 vertical files, an  often  used 
section of the library.  He is popular 
as a public speaker, highlighting the 
library’s various collections. 

Mr. Stricker is a certified archivist 
and holds the MLIS degree from the 
University of Texas at Austin.  He 
recently completed coursework in 
digital project management and 
organization and conservation of 
architectural plans.  

 



Seventh Annual Family History Seminar, 
September 29, 2007, l-r: Sharon Wolff, Alamo 
Committee; Dr. George Schweitzer; Connie 
Impelman, DRT Library Committee; and Nancy 
Marion, DRT Library Committee Chairman.  

Schweitzer engages 
seminar attendees by 
appearing in historical 

costume 
 

      Popular guest speaker Dr. George 
Schweitzer delivered his first lecture, 
"Military Genealogical Research," 
dressed in military uniform at the 
library’s 7th 
Family History 
Seminar  held 
Saturday, 
September 29, in 
Alamo Hall.  

He dressed 
in European 
costume to teach 
his second 
lesson "Tracing 
Ancestors Back 
across the Atlantic (to Britain, 
Germany, Ireland, etc.) and engaged 
the audience with their participation 
in his final lecture of the day, 
"Researching in Burned Out 
Counties (finding and using 
alternative records)."  

 

Bockstruck scheduled 
for 8th Family History seminar 

Saturday, September 20th  
Well-known genealogist Lloyd 

deWitt Bockstruck, supervisor of the 
nationally recognized J. Erik Jonsson 
Dallas Public Library Genealogy Section 
and author of "Family Tree," a column 
appearing weekly in the Dallas Morning 
News, will speak Saturday, September 
20, in Alamo Hall.  Check the library’s 
website www.drtl.org for the schedule. 

 

Varied topics featured in 20th Texas History Forum 
      Featured speakers at the 20th Texas History Forum on October 19, 
2007, were Dr. Gregg Cantrell, historian and the first holder of the 
Erma and Ralph Lowe Chair in Texas History at Texas Christian 
University; Marcia Kaylakie, Austin quilt collector, teacher, judge, 
and appraiser; and James L. Haley, popular speaker and historian. 

Dr. Gregg Cantrell began the day's program with a discussion of 
his ongoing work with the Texas Legation Papers at Texas Christian 
University's Mary Couts Burnett Library, where the papers will be 
studied and stored for the next five years before being returned to the 
Texas State Archives. Rediscovered after 161 years, the papers are 
records created and received by the officials who maintained the 
Texas Legation at Washington, D. C., from Dec. 1836 until December 
1845. The audience was amused by the many transcription difficulties 
faced by Dr. Cantrell and his students, especially those posed by 
archaic language, in particular the use of the term "bugbear." 

Austin quilt collector, teacher, judge, and appraiser Marcia 
Kaylakie shared images of many quilts, and illustrated how each one 
has a story of its own. She pointed out that Texans treasure their past, 
and quilts, which are a tangible evidence of that past, can be a way of 
keeping family stories and names intact. 

James Haley, popular speaker and historian, shared stories of "Ten 
Tall Texans You Probably Never Heard Of," taken from his most 
recent work, Passionate Nation, in which he focuses on the ordinary 
person accomplishing the extraordinary in the development of the 
Republic of Texas. 

Attendees were pleasantly surprised to view the rarely seen quilt 
top believed to have been pieced by David Crockett's wife, Elizabeth 
Patton Crockett, and an early and exceptional "Whig's Defeat" pattern 
quilt, donated to the DRT Library by the Cumings Family in 1996.  

 
Presenters (l-r); Laura Thomas Beavers, DRT Historian General; Dr. 
Gregg Cantrell, James L. Haley, Marcia Kaylakie, and Madge Thornall 
Roberts, DRT President General. Displayed in the background is a rare 
quilt, Rattlesnake pattern, owned by Marcia Kaylakie. 
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Focus on the Collections: 

The Hanna Family Papers 
 
 

Many motivations fuelled nineteenth century migration to Texas.  Residents of the United States pushed 
westward seeking new lands, some came from other continents for economic and political advantages, 
while others were brought under bondage.  Elements of all of these factors can be found in the Hanna 
family papers, which detail the business and personal activities of a Texas family, beginning in the mid-
1800s. 
 
James Scott Hanna (1819-1886), a native of South Carolina, lived in Alabama and Arkansas before 
relocating to Texas in 1850.  Settling in Robertson County, he established a plantation on the Brazos 
River, employing his slaves in cotton production.  He was also involved in various business ventures, 
including railroads, a grocery business and commission sales.  After the Civil War and emancipation, 
Hanna turned to other sources of labor for his plantation, entering into sharecropping agreements with 
freed slaves and with a small population of immigrants from China. 
 
The Hanna family papers include correspondence, financial documents, legal records related to the 
plantation, a partnership involved in extending the Houston and Texas Central Railroad, and retail 
business.  These items detail the cotton and livestock trade, dealings with workers, including slaves and 
sharecroppers, and a number of lawsuits that arose, usually over financial issues.  Printed advertising 
material offers information on various agricultural and household products. 
 
Hanna’s wife and children are also represented in the papers.  Family letters and documents associated 
with his children’s education are of particular note.  There are also papers associated with Hanna’s 
daughter Mollie and her husband, Eber S. Peters, a businessman of Corsicana and Calvert, Texas. 
 
The Hanna family papers consist of about 1.5 linear feet of documents and are available for research use 
in the library. 
 

 
 

Sharecropping contract between James S. Hanna and Halla Carni and Ah Sin, Robertson County, Texas, December 29, 1873.  
Hanna family papers. 
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Texana Treasures 
Gifts received July 1, 2007 through December 31, 2008 

 

Special thanks to The Summerlee Foundation and the Summerfield G. Roberts Foundation for supporting 
the acquisition of the James Archive. 

General Contr ibutions 
Marc L . McLemore 
  Beaumont, TX 
Myrtle Tschirhar t 
 San Antonio, TX 
Babb Family Association 
   Bryan, TX  
Susan W. Morr is 
   United Kingdom 
Exxon Mobil Foundation 

Matching Gifts Program,  
Marc McLemore 

    Princeton, NJ 
Dr. Rita Schoch Foudray 
 San Antonio, TX 
 
General Chapter Contr ibutions 
Miss Ima Hogg Chapter, DRT 
    Houston, TX 
Ferdinand L indheimer Chapter, 
    DRT, New Braunfels, TX 
Robert Henry Chapter, DRT 
    Houston, TX 
Cross Timbers Chapter, DRT, 
    Grand Prairie, TX 
For t Concho Chapter, DRT 
    Mertzon, TX  
Judge Nathaniel Hart Davis  
    Chapter, DRT 
    Conroe, TX 
James W. Brown Chapter, DRT 
    LaPorte, TX  
For t Boggy Chapter, DRT 
     Flynn, Texas 
Jane Wells Woods Chapter, DRT 
      Burnet, Texas 
 
DRT Chapter Honorary 
Donations 
Jane Wells Woods Chapter, DRT 

in honor of Ronita De Cordova 
Miller 

 
Memor ial Gifts 
Virginia G. Van Cleave 

in memory of Carroll Hormachea  
 

Fred and Elaine Davis 
in memory of Robert David 
Stapleton, Paul & Bonnie Miller, 
Margaret & Fred Hall, Thomas 
Ricks Lindley 

Mr &  Mrs D. Harold Byrd, Jr . 
in memory of Mrs Helen Smith 
Fulton, Loyal Glenn Evans, Jr., 
Brigadier General David Lee 
(Tex) Hill, Patricia Patsy Walker 
Jacobs, Alleen Bikl Scott 
Lockhart, Mary Lucile “Cile”  
Robertson Ambrose, Lillian 
Maverick Padgitt, John 
McDonnold 

Betty Herbst and L uanna Miles 
in memory of Libbie Stool 

Nancy K lopek Mar ion 
in memory of Margaret Swanson 
Hall 

Mar jor ie and Bill Harney 
in memory of: Mamie L. Cornett 

Laura T. Beavers 
in memory of Betty Jean Jones 

Dorothy Eckhart 
     In memory of Bonnie Jett Miller 
Ray K irsch, Jr . 

    in memory of Valentina Lujan 
Ed Mansell 
    in memory of Guadalupe Rubio 
Jeffery Stapleton 
    In memory of Guadalupe Rubio 
Ronita DeCordova Miller  
    In memory of Mable Weems 
South Hall M iddle School, 

Gainesville, GA in memory of 
Iona Dale Smith Herrick 

 
DRT Chapter Memorials 
Frances Cooke Van Zandt 

Chapter, DRT in memory of 
Louise Burgess Logan, Ruthie 
Carleene Griner Hill, June Evelyn 
Thacher Sanders 

Char les G. Davenport Chapter, 
DRT, in memory of Dorothy 
Sawyer 

Ster ling C. Robertson Chapter, 
DRT, in memory of Lucile “Cile”  
Robertson Ambrose 

Abishai Mercer Dickson Chapter, 
DRT in memory of Betty Jean 
Jones, Mary Lee Roberts and 
Mary Louise Orr 

James Butler  Bonham Chapter, 
DRT, in memory of Florine Rhea 
Railing 

Char les G. Davenport Chapter, 
DRT in memory of Everett M.  

 Evans 
 
Honorary Donations 
Texas State Histor ical Association   
 in honor of Warren Stricker 
 
History Forum Donations 
Char les &  Bever ly Locklin 
 Austin, TX 
 
In K ind Donations 
World Post Technologies 
 

Mater ial Donations: 
Karen Marcotte:  Landmarks of 

American History:  Remembering 
the Alamo 

Amy Dreiss Scott: Copies of 
photographs of historic dwellings 
and buildings, San Antonio, 
primarily associated with Dreiss 
Family 

Annie Stewart &  Frances Dodds: 
Hertwig family home Blum 
Street, San Antonio (photograph); 
Copies of photographs of Hertwig 
Family home and of Hertwig 
Family 

C Michael Ramsdell:  Charles 
Ramsdell manuscripts  

Robert G. Newsham:  Letter to 
James Curry, 1842 July 18 in 
memory of Robert R. Newsham 

Elaine Davis:  Parade Thyme in 
memory of Sally Cheever 
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Glor ia M. Hewlett: Bosque County 
Armed Forces Veterans, Volume 1 
by Gloria M. Hewlett 

Billie Beth Moore:  Polygamy on 
the Pedernales by Melvin C. 
Johnson in memory of her Texas 
ancestors 

Robert H. Thonhoff &  Oliva 
Fernandez-Lana:  A quadrilogy 
of essays  by Robert H. Thonhoff  
in memory of Sr. Jose Ignacio 
Vasconcelos, 1909-2007     

Madge T. Roberts, President 
General DRT:  Remember the 
Ships that Fought for Texas by 
Jenelle White Chamberlain – 2007 
Mamie Wynne Cox Award 

Leslie Stapleton:  1850 Angelina 
County, Texas Federal Cencus 

Clarence Anthony Scheel:  
Bernhard Joseph Scheel:  His 
Family in Germany and in Texas 
1605-2005 by Clarence Anthony 
Scheel 

Kay Herbst Day:  A Texas 
ranching family:  The story of 
E.K. Fawcett by John K. Finegan 

James K. Baker:  Louisa of Woods’  
Crossing by James Kaye 

Harvey F. Fletcher :  Catographic 
Material – 45 maps 

Amanda Ochse:  [Descendants of 
Carl Hilmar Guenther and 
Dorothea W. Pape] – 
Genealogical Chart 

Har lan Davidson, Inc.:  The 
History of Texas,4th Edition, by 
Robert A. Calvert, Amoldo 
DeLeon and Gregg Cantrell 

Robert Perry:  Carmen Perry 
Papers – additions 

John Tilley Edwards Chapter, 
DRT: Our Smith-King families 

Fr iends of Casa Navarro:  The 
History of Geronimo, Guadalupe 
County, Texas 78115 by Carolyn, 
Bading 

Helen Bur leson Kelso:  The West 
from a Car Window by Richard 
Harding Davis 

Robert Perry:  Letters and 
memorials of the Father 
Presidente Fray Benito Fernandez 
de Santa Ana, 1736-1754 and 

Letters and memorials of Fray 
Mariano de los Dolores y Viana, 
1737-1762 

Lerner Publishing Group:  The 
Siege of the Alamo:  Soldiering in 
the Texas Revolution by Susan 
Provost Beller 

Palo Duro Chapter, DRT:  
Romancing the Texas Panhandle 
by Mariwyn McPherson 

Fred and Elaine Davis:  Texas 
quilts, Texas treasures  
in memory of Edna Battistello and 
Dale Herrick 

Ed Gaida:  Jimmy Johnson’s 
Playland Park by Ed Gaida 

Texas Tech University Press:  
Texas Quilts and Quilters:  A 
Lone Star Legacy by Marcia 
Kaylakie 

Dorothy Neblett Perkins, Palo 
Duro Chapter, DRT:  Santa 
Anna’s Teapot and Other Stories 
of the Burrow and Neblett 
Families of Canyon, Texas by 
Dorothy Neblett Perkins 

Norman F. Porter , Sr.:  Atascosa 
County History through 1912 by 
Norman F. Porter, Sr. 

William O. Butler , Director , 
Continuing Dental Education, 
UTHSC-SA:  A man of works:  
the life of James Porter Hollers, 
1899-1976 by Bill Ryan Baker 

Valuable Volunteers: 

Alamo Committee member Melinda 
Navarro has volunteered to scan the 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
Annual Proceedings.  Once converted 
to .pdf files, the Proceedings will be 
searchable by keyword. 

Nominations received 
for Kate Broocks Bates Award 

 
Twelve titles were received as 

nominations for the 2007 Kate 
Broocks Bates Award for Historical 
Research:  University Builder:  
Edgar Odell Lovett and the 
Founding of Rice Institute by John 
Boles; José Maria de Jesus 
Carvajal by Joseph Chance; The 
African-American Experience in 
Texas: An Anthology by Bruce A. 
Glasrud and James M. Smallwood; 
Policing the Great Plains by 
Andrew Graybill; Tascosa: Its Life 
and Gaudy Times by Frederick 
Nolan; Rise and Fall of the 
Confederacy by William Simpson 
Oldham, edited by Clayton Jewitt; 
White Metropolis: Race, Ethnicity, 
and Religion in Dallas, 1841-2001 
by Michael Phillips; Atascosa 
County History through 1912 by 
Norman F. Potter, Sr.; Return: The 
Parker Story by Jack K. Selden; The 
Robertsons, the Sutherlands, and 
the Making of Texas by Anne H. 
Sutherland; Cortina: Defending the 
Mexican Name in Texas by Jerry 
Thompson; and After the Massacre: 
The Violent Legacy of the San Saba 
Mission by Robert S. Weddle.  
Garna Christian is chairman of the 
2007 committee for the Texas State 
Historical Association; committee 
members are Stephen Townsend 
and Elaine Davis. 

 

Dr. Rita Schoch Foudray volunteers 
every Thursday to index the 92 
volumes of the Robert Bruce Blake 
Collection. 
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Mrs. Herrick is congratulated in May of 2003 on her eight years as 
Library Committee Chairman by President General Virginia Van 
Cleave. 

Mrs. Herrick is recognized at the 
12th DRT Texas History Forum in 
October 2002. 

 

Former L ibrary Committee Chairman Herr ick dies in December 
 

Library Committee Chairman, 1995-2003, Iona Dale 
Herrick, 87, of Garden Ridge, TX, formerly of Durant, OK, 
died peacefully Sunday, Dec. 16, 2007, at Northeast Baptist 
Hospital, San Antonio, TX.  She served longer than any other 
Library Committee Chairman in the library’s history, working 
diligently under four presidents general.   

Recognizing her love of the library, her family has 
requested that memorial donations be made to the DRT Library 
at the Alamo. 

Born Sep. 6, 1920, in Caddo, OK, she was the daughter of 
the late Thomas F. and Cleo (Phelps) Smith. After graduating 
from high school, she completed Business College in Dallas, 
TX., and accepted a job with the U.S. Army at Camp Hulen, 
Palacios, TX, where she met her future husband. In addition to 
her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband of 64 
years, Colonel Louis E. Herrick, USAF; a brother, George H. 
Smith; a son, Lt Colonel Emery L. Herrick, USA; and a 
granddaughter Kristen Dale Walker.  

Mrs. Herrick 
was a devoted 
member of the 
Social Order of the 

Beauceant for over 59 years, in which she served as President of two local 
assemblies: Stil lwater Assembly No. 124, OK, in 1950 and San Antonio 
Assembly No. 159, TX, in 1991. She was elected to the Order’s highest 
position, Supreme Worthy President, and in this capacity, she traveled 
throughout the United States visiting every assembly in 1991-1992.  Mrs. 
Herrick was also a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution and 
Texas Society U.S. Daughters of 1812.  

She is survived by her sister Anita Hamrick, her daughters Cleo E. Stiren 
and Martha A. Miller, and her son Richard. In addition Mrs. Herrick leaves 
behind her grandchildren Nicole A. Stiren, Nicholas R. Stiren, Michelle L. 
Stiren, Kathryn Sasaki, Christopher Miller, Sarah Herrick, Emily Murphy and 
Christine Herrick; as well as several great grandchildren. 

Services were held Wednesday, December 19, at the Porter Loring 
Chapel.with Dr. Maurice Smith, of New Braunfels, officiating. Interment will be 
at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia. 

 
Staff news: 
 
Jenny Stone was promoted to Reference Librarian 

upon the departure of Debra Bryant.   
Lydia Cuellar  is our new reference assistant.  She has 

an associate’s degree in library science from Palo Alto 
Community College. 

 

  

  
2007 DRT L ibrar y Staff:  Employees gathered in December for a photo in 
front of the DRT Library.  Left to right are Martha Utterback, Assistant 
Director; Madalene Morgan, Bookkeeper; Leslie Stapleton, Catalog Librarian; 
Jennifer Stone, Reference Librarian; Elaine Davis. Library Director; Warren 
Stricker, Archivist; and Rusty Gamez, Technical Assistant.  Not pictured is 
Reference Assistant Lydia Cuellar.  

In Memor iam 
 

Reverend Monsignor Balthasar Joseph Janacek; 
author/historian Thomas Ricks Lindley; Margaret 
Swanson Hall; Bonnie Jett Miller; Erin Patrick; 
Gloria Cadena; Marianna Jones. 
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Capital Campaign to fund Alamo Complex additions 
 

New facility anticipated for  DRT L ibrary

Formally established on October 12, 1945, the library was housed in Alamo Hall, a converted fire station southeast of 
the Alamo church.  The opening ceremonies honored Dr. William Eager Howard, who donated the nucleus of the 
library collections – over 2,000 Texas books, documents, manuscripts, paintings, and newspaper clippings – two years 
earlier.  The present library building was dedicated December 2, 1950, immediately west of Alamo Hall.  It was 
constructed with funds donated by Mrs. Sallie Ward Beretta as a memorial to her husband, Mr. John King Beretta, a 
friend of Dr. Howard's. 

Since 1950, the holdings of the library have grown steadily, through purchases and donations of material by members 
of the organization and interested library patrons.  This growth necessitated two building expansions in the 1970s and 
later installation of special equipment, shelving, and, in 1989, an enlarged temperature and humidity-controlled vault 
funded by The Summerlee Foundation for the storage of rare books, photographs, and manuscript material.  

Significant challenges face the library.  Primary among them is the lack of space for a continually growing 
collection, both primary and secondary source material, and projected programming needs.  Available alternatives 
for utilizing space are already in place.  Compact moveable shelving has been in use since the 1980’s.  Recently, 
the library rented a storage facility for infrequently used equipment, items donated for our internet sales, and books 
from collections that do not pertain to Texas history.  A recent shelving survey shows that shelves for monographs 
are already full at 84%; the benchmark for determining the need for additional space is 85%.   

The DRT Library is a Texas history research facility, but our patrons are more varied than what is normally 
found in an academic setting.  The library is open to the general public, and appointments are only required for 
Saturdays.  In any given week, staff may aide several genealogists, fourth and seventh graders working on history 
essays or class projects, professors, elementary or secondary school teachers, film makers, writers, or the curious 
visitor to the grounds who would like more information.  E-mail and telephone requests are local, national, and 
international in origin.  Our patrons are all ages, all backgrounds, and various ethnicity.   

Donations to the capital campaign may be designated for the library on the check made payable to the DRT, Inc. 
with Alamo Capital Campaign-DRT Library in the memo field.  Mail it to Capital Campaign Headquarters, P. O. 
Box 1401, San Antonio, Texas 78295-1401. 

 

Proposed facilities for the Alamo Complex 
Alamo Complex Master Plan 2007 
Developed by Carolyn Peterson for Ford, Powell & Carson 
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President General Madge Roberts welcomed Alamo Complex 

employees to the annual Christmas dinner on Friday, December 14, 2007, in Alamo Hall.  Diamonds were added to an 
employee’s Alamo service pin for every five years of service.  Receiving diamonds were Virginia Garcia, 
Maintenance Supervisor, twenty-five years; Jerry Welch, Maintenance, twenty years; Daniel Tijerina, Maintenance, 
ten years; Elaine Davis, DRT Library Director, ten years; Mark Nauschutz, Horticulturalist, ten years; and David 
Stewart, Alamo Director, five years. Not pictured is Erasmo Ramirez, ten years. 

 

 

Departing Archivist Warren Stricker received a well-drained, totally flattened bottle of wine with an image of the 
Alamo from Director Davis!  Warren remarked that he had seen similar bottles in the employee parking area. 

 

 
Retired Alamo Ranger 

Peggy Potts enjoyed the 
festivities and 
reminisced with friends 
about her 25 years at the 
Alamo. 
 

Christmas at the Alamo 
December 14, 2008 


